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Prospecs of Solving the Problems of Filiping Mizrant Workers

Solving the problems of the Filipina workers sbroad require short-
and long-term spprosches. The ultimate solution of course is the phase
out of this outwand migration which has become & neurosis more than a
cure to the economic problems of the country. The problem is still
rooted in the lack of decent, beneficial jobs for women in the Philip-
pines traceable Lo the export-orented thrusts of the economic plans
of the govemment and its subservience 1o foreign multinational which
hardly provide gainful employment to women,

Nevertheles, solutions are suggested alang the following lines:

1] Make the govermment include in the work contracts the retum
trip every 6 months free to be shouldered by the emplover
The meason behind this is to make the worker herself maintain
her ties with and sustain the emational needs of her family
symbiotically

1) Provide counselling care (o the Filipinas abroad and her family
here in the Philippines. The opportunity of the Filipina to
know that other people care for her fumily as well can boost her
sagging physical strength and ego even if her job is menial

3) Include feminist jssues in the discussions of problems of migrant
workers 3l educational seminars. Corollary 1o this, inculcate o
historcal outlook in the courses for them to see their problems
a3 brought about primarily by ouiside forces and also to make
them feel equal to the westem women (if these are their em-
ployers), or feel dignificd as Filipinos

4) Westem feminist women have to initiate projects with Filipino
women instead of waiting for them to reach out to them,
However, such projects have to consider their level of under
standing of feminist principles and cultural Jevel as well,

5) Aliances with progressive women from Third World countries
should be encouraged by organizers of Filipino migrant workers.
This should be dealt with to make the Filipinas see their pro-
blems also from o Third Warld conlext. Hopefully, it will
make them feel proud of being a Filipino and stop trying to
be westemers or shed off thelr colonial mentality, to those
who are affticted with it.

6) In the case of Executive Order 857, the govemment must e-
move the dictation of the amount of remittance that migrant
workers must make to their familles. The provision of remit-
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